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Inktense Blocks Step by Step
by Becky Jackson-MakinBeautiful Birds Card Making Project

Materials used:
Red and cream blank card, patterned paper, linen type textured paper, rubber stamps 
(our chosen subject is a bird), white ribbon with cut out detail, strip of plain cream 
grosgrain ribbon.
Inktense Blocks:  Baked Earth, Bright Blue, selection of own colours for main birds.  
Trimmer
Derwent Sandpaper block
Derwent waterbrush
Derwent Grate ‘n’ Shake
Baby wipes
Glue
3D foam pads
Small and large blue gems
Optional:  Stencil

The background for this card has been 
created using a large, red, square 
card which was blank along with lovely 
patterned paper which has been 
trimmed smaller than the red card so 
this can still be seen.  The corners of 
both the card and paper have been 
rounded with a trimmer. 

Take the patterned paper and, using a 
sandpaper block, sand around the edges 
to distress it. Use a damp baby wipe and 
wipe it over a Baked Earth Inktense Block.  
This will lift the colour onto the baby wipe.  
In small circular motions lightly go over 
the areas you have sanded on the paper. 
This takes away the bright white that is 
revealed in the sanded areas and gives it 
a nice ‘aged’ look. 

Cut out three small squares of cream 
card, these should be big enough for your 
stamped image to fit on; again a trimmer 
has been used to round the corners.
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Using the same technique as step 2, add 
colour to the cream squares using the baby 
wipe and Baked Earth.  Start adding 
colour around the edges and then fading 
into the centre. 
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Stick each square to a linen type textured 
paper, and cut around it leaving a border 
showing all the way around. 

Using a waterbrush lift colour from the 
Baked Earth block and apply to your 
rubber stamp.  You can then stamp the 
same image on each of the squares; you 
will need to keep topping the colour up 
on the stamp.  The images have been 
stamped on the card at an angle. 

Choose the main colours for your birds and then 
create a paint using the Grate ‘n’ Shake.  Add 
water to the container, grate the block into the 
water and give it a gentle shake to mix the 
colour and the water together.  The more you 
grate the deeper the colour.  You can decant 
your paint into a palette if you are mixing more 
than one colour.   

Once you have finished creating your paint 
you can colour in your birds.  The colours in 
this project have been chosen to match the 
background.

7
White ribbon with cut out detail has been 
used here and was coloured in using the 
baby wipe technique and Bright Blue 
Inktense Block.
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Use the same baby wipe technique on 
Baked Earth and this time add the colour 
onto a strip of plain cream grosgrain 
ribbon.
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Stick the patterned paper to the red 
blank card and then glue the two 
pieces of ribbon along the right 
hand edge of the card. 
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Arrange the three complete bird images 
and using 3D foam pads stick them to the 
card.

Finish your card by adding three small blue 
gems to each bird’s tail and three large 
blue gems to the top of the brown ribbon.  
You can also add a greeting such as ‘best 
wishes’ in the bottom right hand corner of 
the card.  The baby wipe technique was 
used to make the brown background and 
then the wording was stencilled on using 
Inktense Baked Earth paint (created in the 
Grate ‘n’ Shake) – remember not to use 
too much water for the wording.

Your card is now complete.


